
 

 

 
 

December 2, 2013 
 

The Honorable Karen Ross 
Secretary 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 
1220 N. Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Secretary Ross:  
Agricultural Council of California (Ag Council) appreciates the work of you, Governor Brown and 
other state leaders to develop a California Water Action Plan to identify strategic steps the state can 
implement in the short-term to address the critical water resource needs in California.  Ag Council 
thanks you for the opportunity to comment on the recently-released public review draft for the 
Water Action Plan. 
 
As the state works to finalize the Plan and prioritize actions, Ag Council believes it is imperative the 
state take action to update operations in order to streamline water transfers, which have been the 
subject of numerous discussions in recent years.  For example, state agencies were directed in 
Governor Brown’s May 2013 Executive Order to make it easier for voluntary water transfers to 
occur.  We encourage the state to move forward with such efforts and achieve this goal with the 
water rights priority system foremost in mind.  As the State Water Resources Control Board stated 
in July, “The California water rights system is designed to provide for the orderly allocation of water 
supplies in the event that there is not enough water to satisfy everyone’s needs.  When there is 
insufficient water for all, water diversions are allocated in order of water right priority.” 
 
Regarding storage, Ag Council agrees with the Plan’s statement that more storage capacity is 
needed, “whether surface or groundwater, whether big or small.”  Given that 2013 was yet another 
dry year, more details are needed regarding storage in the Plan.  As such, we ask that the Plan 
communicate the state’s support, and encourage state agencies to follow-through on any necessary 
actions, for the completion of the feasibility studies for Temperance Flat and Sites reservoirs over 
the next year.  We also request that the state commit to funding the public benefit piece of these 
projects.   Surface storage is integral to both conveyance and groundwater sustainability, and the 
Plan should articulate state support for surface storage given it is vital to our overall need to boost 
water yield.    
 
We are pleased to be engaged in this conversation with you about short-term steps the state can 
take to provide for a more stable and reliable water supply in California.  Thank you, again, for the 
opportunity to comment on the Water Action Plan.  We look forward to remaining engaged as the 
Plan is further developed. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Emily Rooney 
President 
Agricultural Council of California 
 


