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Emily Rooney 
President

Dear Members:

It has been said that politics makes for strange bedfellows, and after this 
past year’s election, that sentiment may be even truer as we look forward 
to 2013. Ag Council has been committed to creating new liaisons that 
will help us further our policy positions with lawmakers in California. 
That effort will become even more crucial now that the Democrats have 
a strong majority in the Assembly. Also, a two-thirds supermajority is 
anticipated once again in the state Senate as soon as three vacancies are 
filled in upcoming special elections. 

As we take a look back at 2012, I’m proud to share that we have increased our influence even 
further in the Capitol. In the final hours of veto consideration, the Governor’s office reached out 
to Ag Council for our opinion on the two heat illness measures. As you may know, if passed, 
these measures would have been detrimental to our members and the state’s agricultural economy.  
Worse, the measures didn’t have any clear benefit for ag workers. 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) chose us as one of five representatives to discuss the 
impacts of climate change on California’s business community with Mark Dreyfus, Australia’s 
Parliament Secretary for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency. Australia has passed and 
implemented a cap and trade program within a one-year period.  What we learned was, 
that even in a quick turnaround program, Australia gave special consideration for food and 
agriculture. CARB also sought out Ag Council’s position regarding the allocation of funds 
generated from carbon credit sales as part of the cap and trade program that is a central element  
to California’s Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32).  

We also had a positive outcome on Proposition 65 in regards to how the proposition should 
be applied to several California agricultural and food products such as excluding dried fruit 
process from the need to warn for sulfur dioxide in their labeling. Our work on Proposition  
65 continues in 2013, as we lead the broader agriculture community in seeking out reforms.  

This report just gives you a cursory highlight of the hard work we’ve done on your behalf this 
past year. It can never convey the countless hours that our team, your board and staff spend 
on issues that impact your businesses. We are proud to serve our members, who are integral to 
California’s number one industry—agriculture. We want to welcome our newest members: Bayer 
CropScience LP, Campos Brothers Farms, Del Monte Foods, Farm Credit West and Wells Fargo 
Insurance Services, and we will continue to build bridges on your behalf. 

 
Sincerely,

 

Emily Rooney, President

President’s Letter
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The Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforce-
ment Act of 1986, better known as Prop 65, was 
enacted as a ballot initiative by its authors 
to protect citizens from chemicals known to 
cause cancer and birth defects, and to inform 
consumers about exposures to hazardous 
chemicals. Like many laws, the unintended 
consequences of implementation has meant 
that several agricultural and food products 
could be subject to burdensome labeling 
requirements that will send conflicting messages 
to the consumers.

Ag Council worked hard in 2012 to facilitate 
meetings between our members and regulatory 
officials to provide meaningful solutions to 
keep consumers’ best interests in mind, while 
ensuring that labeling requirements do not 
impede the sale of California products. Most 
notably, Ag Council worked to secure an 
interpretive guidance from regulatory officials, 
proving that lack of presence of sulfur dioxide 
in dried fruit prevented the need to warn.  We 
also worked closely with DFA of California 
to demonstrate that there is a very minimal 
presence of sulfur dioxide by the time dried 
fruit gets to the consumer.  

To build on this effort, Ag Council staff 
members are working with the Governor’s 
office to find opportunities to improve 
the regulation. The staff is also examining 
legislative options to help prevent frivolous 
law-suits that might result from the existing 
labeling requirements. This will be an ongoing 
effort in 2013. 

As California businesses continue to try 
to adapt to the Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006 (AB 32), which established the 
goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
statewide to 1990 levels by 2020, one issue 
has become clear—private industry will pay 
the price. Approximately 35 food processors in 
California are “over the cap,” which means that 
participation in cap and trade sales is mandatory 
for these facilities. 

Considering that agriculture one of the few 
bright spots in California’s economy, these 
requirements have the potential to be very 
detrimental to the state’s financial health. To 
help address the issue, Ag Council has been 
advocating for preferential status for food 
manufacturing facilities by asking that they be 
moved from the medium leakage emissions 
category to the high leakage emissions 
category as defined in AB 32. This change 
would reduce the cost burden on California 
food processors, and will keep California 
agricultural products competitive in the  
national and international marketplace. 

To aid in that goal, Ag Council obtained 
signatures from 18 legislators and submitted 
requests to CARB requesting the change in 
emissions categories. To substantiate many of 
our industry’s policy positions on the issue, 
we have also successfully secured $250,000 in 
grant money from CARB to study the impact 
of the regulation on agriculture and food 
processing.  At the same time, Ag Council has 
also been working with elected officials and the 
Governor’s Office to direct cap and trade sale 
revenues to increase energy efficiency and reduce 
emissions in the food processing sector. 

Advocacy In Action

Climate Change and 
Food ProcessorsProp 65 Activity

2



3

The climate change regulation is also expected 
to impact energy rates, and Ag Council has 
collaborated with the California Farm Bureau 
Federation (CFBF) to educate the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) and hopefully 
minimize rate increases.  
 
Bottom line—this regulation will impact our 
members—whether businesses are “over the 
cap” or not.  Ag Council has held workshops 
on the issue, and also held joint informational 
hearings with the Rural Caucus and New 
Democrats to better educate elected officials in 
key districts about how much this regulation 
will cost food processors and the entire state. 

Proposition 37—Common Sense 
Wins Out

 
Agriculture had a big win when California 
voters rejected Proposition 37 in the November 
election. Prop 37 would have required labeling 
of genetically engineered food. The ballot 
initiative included several exceptions that made 
it an ineffective way to inform consumers about 
their food.  
 
Ag Council was an ardent opponent of Prop 
37, and we were prominently featured in the 
advertising for the No on 37 campaign.  

Our members also played a big role in 
communicating the potential negative 
consequences of Prop 37 to their farmers. The 
ballot measure lost with 53 percent voting 
against and 47 voting in favor.  
 
Several issues drove the fight, including the 
fact that Prop 37 created a new category of 
lawsuits where a private citizen could sue a 
farmer or food processor without any proof 
of harm. If enacted, Prop 37 could have led to 
the same sort of frivolous lawsuits that have 
evolved out of the passage of Prop 65 in 1986. 
Approximately 16,000 lawsuits related to Prop 
65 have led to settlement costs of nearly $500 
million that have primarily ended up in the 
pockets of litigation attorneys.  
 
In addition to the potential liability issue, 
Prop 37 would have increased food costs 
for California families by approximately 
$400 per household. The brunt of those 
increases would of course be passed back 
to farmers and ranchers who would suffer 
with an estimated increase of $1.2 billion 
in higher production costs according to 
an analysis by U.C. Davis agricultural and 
resource economics professor Julian Alston. 
 
Prop 37 would have also greatly limited the 
use of the term “natural” in food marketing. 
The measure would have prohibited marketing 
as “natural” any products that are processed 
in any way, regardless if they were genetically 
modified or not. 

Climate Change and  
Food Processors (cont.)
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Building Bridges

Two heat illness measures (AB 2346 and AB 
2676) were vetoed by Governor Brown thanks 
largely to the work and collaboration of agricultural 
stakeholders. Ag Council, along with several 
other groups, aggressively lobbied the Governor’s 
staff and administration in the hours preceding 
the veto. The two bills were unnecessary as Cali-
fornia already has an effective heat illness regula-
tion in place to protect farm workers.  
 
Another labor law (AB 1313) that would have 
required employers to pay farm workers over-
time after eight hours of work versus the current 
requirement of 10 hours. AB 1313 failed to gain 
enough votes to move out of the Legislature. The 
advocacy efforts of Ag Council and others were 
critical to defeating the bill in 2012. 
 
Bills like these put California farmers and food 
processors at a competitive disadvantage. No 
other state requires overtime pay for agricultural 
workers once they have exceeded 40 hours of 
work in a week, and California is the only state 
that currently requires overtime pay for agricul-
tural workers after a 10-hour workday. 

Continuing our work to foster strong relation-
ships with elected leaders, Ag Council hosted 
four fundraisers in 2012. Three of the events 
were fundraisers held with our members to give 
them an opportunity to connect with key state 
legislators in a small-group atmosphere. In  
addition, the successful fundraiser for U.S.  
Senator Dianne Feinstein was coordinated by  
Ag Council and widely-attended attended by our 
members, as well as numerous other agricultural 
organizations based in California. 

Ag Council wishes to express a 
special thank you to our members  
who participated in these valuable 
outreach events in 2012. We  
greatly appreciate your support.  
 
Assemblyman Henry Perea (D-Fresno) 
March 2012--La Jolla
 
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)
April 2012--Sacramento
 
State Senator Lois Wolk (D-Davis)
June 2012--Sacramento
 
Assemblyman Tony Mendoza  
(D-Artesia)
September 2012--Woodland

Collaboration Leads to Defeat  
of Redundant Labor Laws

Ag Council’s 2012
Fundraising Events

Asm. Henry Perea U.S. Sen.  
Dianne Feinstein

Sen. Lois Wolk Asm. Tony Mendoza

AGCOUNCIL.ORG
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Ag Council Members  
Visit Policymakers
More than 20 Ag Council members made their 
way to the state capitol to visit with legislators 
and their staff this year about important issues 
impacting farmer-owned businesses in California. 
 
“In an election year, our voices need to be heard 
more than ever,” said Emily Rooney, president of 
Ag Council. “Our membership represents a
diverse array of agricultural enterprises, but they 
are all in the business of producing food. California’s 
political climate can be challenging and that’s 
why it is so important to visit face-to-face with 
elected officials and other members of the state 
government to help them understand how their 
decisions impact California’s number one industry.”
Ag Council members met with elected officials 
and their staff members to discuss current and 

pending legislation re-
lated to water, land use  
and labor. 
 
“Ag Counc i l  and 
the ag community 
participated in an 
effective stakeholder 
process led by Secre-

tary of Agriculture Karen Ross to identify cost 
savings in the department. Now, CDFA and 
our industry cannot absorb any more cuts with-
out negatively impacting food production, 
inspection and safety in California,” stated 
Bob Shipley, Ag Council board member and 
CEO of Squab Producers of California.
 
Ag Council members had a chance to discuss 
key issues such as budget, water, and health care 
with the state leaders, in addition to learning
 

more about the state political and legislative 
process.  Ag Council appreciates our Legislative 
Day speakers and thanks all of them for spend-
ing time with our members including California 
Health and Human Services Secretary Diana 
Dooley.
 
Legislative Day concluded with a reception at  
the Citizen Hotel where legislators, state officials, 
and their staff had an opportunity to visit with Ag 
Council members. CDFA Secretary Karen Ross 
was in attendance, as well as other administra-
tion and regulatory officials.

Ag Council Legislative Day attendees

Attendees meeting with Assemblywoman  
Connie Conway 

2012 IMPACT REPORT
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Council’s efforts to build bridges with California 
lawmakers and regulatory agencies.   
 
The general session, which was moderated by 
Jackson Gualco of The Gualco Group, included 
presentations from Ken Maddox, director of 
legislative affairs for State Board of Equalization 
Member Michelle Steel; Rafael Pastor, chairman 
of the board and CEO of Vistage International; 
and Charlie Arnot, CEO for the Center for Food 
Integrity.   
 
Earlier in the week, a Golf Tournament and  
PAC Fundraiser was held at the picturesque  
Torrey Pines Golf Course. Nearly 70 players 
were in attendance to enjoy a beautiful morning  
of golf in La Jolla where funds were raised for 
Ag Council’s PAC. 
 
Ag Council’s portion of the meeting wrapped-up 
with a luncheon that honored Richard L. Cotta, 
retired president and CEO of California Dairies, 
Inc. as the recipient of the 2012 Cooperative 
Leader Award. 
 
CoBank’s Pacific West Customer Meeting con-
cluded the joint meeting with Ag Council and 
featured speakers Marci Rossell, Ph.D., and 
former chief economist for CNBC; Bill Walton, 
NBA Hall of Fame basketball player; Charles 
Fineman, award-winning journalist and author; 
and Doug Lipp, former head of training for  
Disney Corporate Headquarters.

Ag Council held a successful joint meeting with 
CoBank in 2012. More than 160 cooperative 
leaders and members met during Ag Council’s 
93rd Annual Meeting in La Jolla to gain perspec-
tive about issues impacting agriculture in 
California and beyond.  
 
Ag Council’s Annual Dinner featured Assem-
blyman Henry T. Perea who represents the 
31st district.  Chairman Jon Marthedal, a third 
generation farmer from Fresno and also chairman 
of Sun-Maid Growers of California, shared, 
“Agriculture has always been a cornerstone of 
the California economy and is one of the few 
bright spots we see today. Our membership 
represents thousands of farmers, but the political 
and regulatory environment in which we operate 
continually influences our day-to-day operations. 
Ag Council has reasserted itself as a valuable 
partner to help us tell our story and ensure our 
ability to continue to raise food for the world.”

 
Ag Council President Emily Rooney provided an 
update to members during her annual address at 
the Delegate Body Meeting that summarized Ag 

2012 Annual Meeting

“It’s a New Day” for California Farmer-
owned Businesses and Cooperatives

Jon Marthedal and Richard L. Cotta

AGCOUNCIL.ORG
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Ag Council On The Road

Jan. 26, Sacramento
Blue Diamond Young  
Leaders Program

Feb. 15, Tulare
World Ag Expo Breakfast  
featuring Dan Walters

June 5, Sacramento
Annual Legislative Day 
 
May 24 & 25, South Lake Tahoe
National Society of Accountants  
for Cooperatives

June 25-26, South  
Lake Tahoe CA Creamery  
Operators Association 

June 29, Fresno
New Dems Cap & Trade Forum

August 30, Livingston
California Poultry Federation,  
Cap & Trade Discussion

Oct. 25, Patterson
Apricot Producers of California

May 1, Washington DC
Issue-specific trip with Pacific  
Coast Producers
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As a member-supported organization, Ag 
Council would not be where we are today 
without the countless hours, passion 
and dedication our board members give 
to our organization. So, we would like 
to officially thank our 2012 Ag Council 
board members for all of their hard work.

Susan Brauner • Bob Brown

Nat DiBuduo • Mike Emigh

Bill Ferriera • Brendon Flynn

Steve Freeman • Pete Garbani

Glen Goto • Carl Hoff

Rich Hudgins • Jeana Hultquist

Peter Hunn • Michael Kelley

Bill Knox • Jon Marthedal

Melissa Poole • Bob Shipley

Michael Wootton

Welcome New Members

Worth Repeating

“Ag Council has been a very effective 
advocate for agriculture in a variety 
of ways,” said Mona Shulman, vice 
president, general counsel at Pacific 
Coast Producers. “Ag Council’s  
efforts have been vital to its members 
as the State addresses a number of 
serious issues that must be resolved 
with respect to water supply, water 
policy, air quality and climate change 
policy and food safety, a politically 
hot topic.”

Bayer CropScience
Campos Brothers Farms 
Del Monte Foods
Farm Credit West
Wells Fargo Insurance Services

“Ag Council provides its members 
with access to legislators we wouldn’t 
normally have. Emily and Tricia 
know the members’ viewpoints and 
they look for strategic opportunities 
to align our industries with legisla-
tors who might support our views,” 
said Pete Garbani Land O’Lakes vice 
president western region.

Thank you!

AGCOUNCIL.ORG

8

2012 Board of Directors



Protecting California’s #1 Industry SM

Founded in 1919, Agricultural Council of California is a member-
supported organization advocating for more than 15,000 farmers 
across California, ranging from farmer-owned businesses to the 
world’s best-known brands. Ag Council works tirelessly to keep 
its members productive and competitive, so that agriculture 
can remain California’s number-one industry and members can 
continue to produce the highest quality food for the entire world.



1000 G Street, Suite 230
Sacramento, CA 95814
916.443.4887 PH
916.443.0601 FAX

Agricultural Council 
of California


