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Emily Rooney, President

 Dear Members,

 One of the most important parts of a good sports team is a strong defense. In  
 California politics, a strong defense is vital for our membership. As we look   
 back  on 2013, Ag Council is pleased to say we have had some solid wins on  
 behalf of our membership. Most of our defensive wins were on the legislative  
 side, and we made some progress on the regulatory front, as well. 

 Ag Council took the lead to defeat SB 691, which would have increased air  
 emissions penalties for Title V facilities to a $100,000 strict liability penalty for 
 the first day of a nuisance violation. Additionally, we partnered with other  

 agricultural trade associations to defeat a last minute legislative attempt to 
include production agriculture in the statewide cap and trade program.  

Ag Council strongly supported an extension of the Carl Moyer program through 2024. Carl Moyer funds 
incentivize farmers and ranchers to reduce air emissions by assisting in the purchase of cleaner-than-
required engines.  

On the regulatory front, California Air Resources Board (CARB) extended free allowances for companies 
participating in cap and trade through the year 2017. This extension was granted to industries due to 
ongoing collaborative work with CARB, such as a study that will analyze the impacts of the cap and trade 
program on food processors.  

Ag Council also had a strong year in membership growth. Amid a questionable regulatory future for the 
dairy industry, California Dairies, Inc. and Dairy Farmers of America both became Ag Council members. 
The addition of these two co-ops, along with our previous member Land O’ Lakes, signifies that Ag Council 
now represents over 80 percent of the fluid milk in California. As a result, Ag Council hosted its first-ever 
Dairy Lobbying Day in support of legislation that would have assisted dairymen. We have also created a 
dairy committee to focus on policy issues pertaining to the industry.

We welcome all of our new members who joined in 2013:  California Dairies, Inc., CHS, Dairy Farmers 
of America, Farmers’ Rice Cooperative, American AgCredit, Edgewood Partners Insurance Center (EPIC), 
Farm Credit Services Southwest, Golden State Farm Credit, Fresno Madera Farm Credit, Seneca Foods 
and Yosemite Farm Credit. 

We are proud to represent such a strong force within California agriculture, and we look forward to 
building bridges on your behalf in 2014.

Sincerely,

 

Emily Rooney, President

President’s Letter
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Advocacy In Action

As we look back on 2013, Ag Council is pleased to say 

we have had some wins on behalf of our membership. 

On the legislative front, much of our work in the Capitol 

revolved around stopping the most onerous legislation. 

We focused on a broad array of issues ranging from air 

quality to labor, and the proactive wins that will create a 

better business environment for our membership.  

Air Quality
SB 691 (Hancock) – WIN 

Increase in emissions penalties for Title V facilities – Inactive

SB 691 would have subjected Title V permit holders 

under the Clean Air Act to a $100,000 strict liability 

penalty for the first day of a nuisance violation that 

releases a toxic air contaminant. Ag Council strongly 

advocated against this measure and, in a win for 

our members with Title V air permits, this bill was 

not considered before the California State Assembly 

adjourned in 2013.

AB 1330 (Perez) - WIN 

Doubles regulatory fines in disadvantaged areas – Inactive

This last minute “gut and amend” measure would have, 

among other provisions, doubled certain regulatory 

penalties, including air violations, against businesses 

located in areas identified by the California Environmental 

Protection Agency as Environmental Justice Communities. 

Ag Council and many ag and business groups ardently 

opposed this bill, and it was not considered before 

adjournment.

 AB 8 (PereA) - WIN

Authorizes continued funding for Carl Moyer and other 

programs through 2024 – Governor signed bill

Extends funding for the Carl Moyer program, among 

other air quality and transportation programs. Ag Council 

supported this measure as it is a useful tool in agriculture 

to incentivize significant reductions in air emissions by 

funding cleaner-than-required engines.

California Air resources Board extends  
Cost reduction Measures for Cap and  
Trade Program
Ag Council is working with the California Air Resources 

Board (CARB) and its private contractors to conduct an 

analysis on the food manufacturing industry as it relates 

to implementation of the state cap and trade regulation, 

and we continue to work through an additional emissions 

efficiency benchmarking process. This process has not 

moved as quickly as originally anticipated.

As such, Ag Council applauds CARB’s recent extension 

of 100 percent free allowances through 2017, the second 

compliance period of the cap and trade regulation. This 

will give food manufacturing time to complete work 

ahead of significant changes in the regulation. Ag Council 

President Emily Rooney worked with various CARB staff 

on the regulation and spoke at the October CARB meeting 

to express support for the extension of free allowances.

Administration’s Prop 65 reform Shifts to 
regulatory effort
Governor Brown announced a proposal in May to make 

changes to Prop 65 to restore its intent, as the law has 

been abused by some unprincipled lawyers driven by 

profit rather than public health. Plaintiffs’ attorneys have 

recently focused on food products that do not have the 

warning label as outlined by Prop 65, in an effort to 

increase publicity and profit.

A stakeholder committee was developed by the Brown 

Administration in order to guide the areas of reform 

needed within the law. Ag Council staff participated in 

this process which lasted several weeks.

Stakeholders involved in the Prop 65 reform effort, 

championed by Governor Jerry Brown, were unable to 

reach a consensus over the summer in order to drive 

support for a two-thirds vote needed in the Legislature. 

As a result, the governor and his administration are no 

longer pursuing reforms in the Legislature.

However, discussions continue regarding certain reforms 

that can be achieved through regulation instead of 

Climate Change
SB 726 (Lara) –WIN

Amended to remove additional regulation of black carbon (soot) 

and methane on farms – Signed into law 

An attempt to regulate on-farm carbon emissions was 

thwarted in early September 2013 by a united group of 

agricultural organizations. SB 726 was amended with 

language that would have further regulated black carbon 

and methane in agriculture.

Given that black carbon is already being reduced under 

current state and federal regulations, very strong opposition 

built up against the proposed provision and the language 

affecting farms was successfully removed from SB 726 prior 

to passage of the bill.

Fertilizer Tax
AB 69 (Perea)- WIN

Tax to fund water quality programs for disadvantaged 

communities – Held in Committee  

Ag Council advocated strongly against AB 69, and it was a 

key focus during our 2013 Legislative Day in May where 

members lobbied in opposition to the bill. AB 69 was held 

in committee and was not considered by the full Senate 

before the Legislature adjourned. 

Labor
SB 25 (Steinberg) – WIN 

Mandatory mediation under the Ag Labor Relations Act (ALRA) 

– Inactive

Ag Council is pleased to report the mandatory mediation 

measure, SB 25, was not considered prior to Senate 

adjournment this year. It would have allowed a party to 

prolong collective bargaining negotiations under ALRA and 

call for mandatory mediation of a renewal contract. The 

contract would not have been subject to worker ratification, 

marginalizing workers.

Ag Council and many agricultural organizations had worked 

to oppose SB 25 throughout the year, and the fact the bill 

did not move out of the Legislature is a positive outcome for 

the ag community.

legislation. Ag Council remains committed to work with 

the Brown Administration to improve Prop 65 through the 

regulatory process. Issues for consideration include:

•	 Develop	a	more	meaningful	and	contextual	warning	 

 label system.

•	 Utilize	the	terms	under	a	recently	signed	memorandum	 

 of understanding between the California Department  

 of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) and the California  

 Environmental Protection Agency to recognize CDFA’s  

 past work when chemicals used for food production  

 come under consideration.  

•	 Create	a	meaningful	solution	for	chemicals	that	are		

 naturally occurring in soil and plants.

Ag Council actively participated in Governor Brown’s Prop 

65 stakeholder group, as well as leading a subcommittee on 

food and agriculture. In the end, the proposal developed 

did not garner the support needed in order to move forward 

with legislation.

Ag Council greatly appreciates the governor’s interest in this 

very important issue affecting our members, and we will 

stay involved with the regulatory agencies as the discussion 

regarding reform continues.

Legislative Achievements regulatory Activity
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Assemblyman Adam Gray (D-Merced) speaks with Ag  
Council members

DeeDee D’Adamo, State  
Water Resources Control  
Board member

Dr. Gina Solomon, Deputy 
Secretary for Science and 
Health at CalEPA

Ag Council members pictured at the California  
State Capitol

Advocacy In Action

Ag Council Works to Minimize Impact of 
Water Permit Fee Increases
In September, the State Water Resources Control Board 

reduced the proposed fee increase on Combined Animal 

Facilities under the Waste Discharge Permit Fund from 

the previously planned 46 percent to 27 percent. Ag 

Council and others had been advocating for a freeze 

in the fee at 2012-2013 levels given that California 

dairy farmers in particular were facing severe economic 

pressures.

Though Ag Council certainly does not support the revised 

27 percent fee increase, Ag Council staff spoke at the 

September meeting to express appreciation to the Board 

for taking into consideration the difficulties facing the 

dairy community and for greatly reducing the fee increase 

for Combined Animal Facilities. The Board voted to 

approve the new fees at its September meeting.

Ag Council also advocated for a freeze of the Irrigated 

Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) fees at 2012-2013 

levels.	Unfortunately,	the	request	was	not	granted,	and	

fees for farmers in the ILRP will increase by 34.5 percent.

The fees are being increased in 2013-2014 because state 

General Fund monies are no longer provided for the 

Waste Discharge Permit Fund. As a result, the Fund is 

now an entirely fee-based program, a decision made by 

the Legislature in 2011.

In the long term, Ag Council and others from the ag 

community proposed the Board work with stakeholders 

earlier in the budgeting process to provide a stronger 

level of involvement for those affected by the fees before 

budget decisions are made. This is a priority given that 

Ag Council and other stakeholders were given only a few 

days to engage in the process in the spring of 2013, which 

prevented interested parties from being able to impact 

decisions on fee increases.

The Board and staff communicated during the September 

meeting that they are receptive to working together earlier 

in the budget process, and Ag Council is engaged in these 

conversations.

Ag Council Holds Annual Legislative Day
Ag Council held its annual Legislative Day on May 14 

in Sacramento with a day of events giving our members 

the opportunity to connect with state leaders on critical 

issues affecting their businesses. Thank you to all of our 

members who attended this important outreach event.

Morning Session Speakers

Legislative Day kicked-off with Assemblymember Luis 

Alejo (D-Watsonville) speaking to our members about 

his legislative priorities. As Chair of the Environmental 

Safety and Toxic Materials Committee (ESTM), he 

discussed nitrate legislation to improve water quality for 

disadvantaged communities, which ESTM has jurisdiction 

over.

Assemblymember Alejo also spoke about his bill, AB 60, 

that would allow undocumented residents who are not 

eligible for a social security account number to receive a 

driver’s license with proof of identity and documentation 

that all other qualifications are met.

Newly-appointed State 

Water Resources Control 

Board member DeeDee 

D’Adamo, spoke to 

Legislative Day attendees, 

as well. Previously, 

D’Adamo served on the 

California Air Resources 

Dairy Lobbying Day
In April, dairymen and staff from Land O’Lakes, California 

Dairies, Inc., and Dairy Farmers of America joined Ag 

Council for a Dairy Lobbying Day at the state Capitol to 

educate members of the Legislature on issues affecting 

California dairy farmers and to support dairy bill AB 31, 

authored by Dr. Richard Pan (D-Lodi).

The dairymen convened in Sacramento for a morning 

briefing with Ag Council staff before heading into the 

Capitol for meetings. The farmers met with legislators who 

sit on the Assembly Agriculture Committee, as well as 

others, to discuss issues facing dairy farmers. The meetings 

included visits with: Assembly Agriculture Committee 

Chair Susan Eggman (D-Stockton), Assemblymember Brian 

Dahle (R-Bieber), and Assemblymember Kristin Olsen 

(R-Modesto), among others. In addition, Assemblymember 

Adam Gray (D-Merced) and Assemblymember Mark Stone 

(D-Scotts Valley) stopped by to meet the dairymen during 

lunch, and Senator Anthony Cannella (R-Ceres) came by to 

say hello as the farmers wrapped up their day.

Unfortunately,	AB	31	was	later	amended	and	then	held	in	

the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  A subsequent 

measure relating to the California Dairy Future Task Force, 

AB 1038, was also held in the Assembly.  

Ag Council continues to reach out to legislators to educate 

them about the difficulties confronting dairy farmers and 

remains engaged at the state level regarding the issues facing 

our dairy members.

Board from 1999-2013 and in this capacity worked closely 

with Ag Council on climate change regulations. Among 

other issues, D’Adamo spoke about nitrate in drinking 

water, and discussed the Board’s work on the Bay-Delta 

Water Quality Control Plan to update flow objectives for 

Delta tributaries.  She urged our members to stay engaged 

with their local irrigation districts to remain apprised of the 

issues as the plan progresses.

Dr. Gina Solomon, Deputy Secretary for Science and 

Health at CalEPA, spoke with Ag Council’s members about 

Governor Brown’s Prop 65 reform plan that was revealed in 

early May. Dr. Solomon said the Governor’s proposed reform 

plan focuses on reducing frivolous lawsuits, safe harbor 

levels for reproductive toxins and improving warning labels. 

As background, Prop 65 

was approved by voters 

in 1986 and was enacted 

with the intent to protect 

Californians from harmful 

chemicals. Prop 65 requires 

the governor to annually 

publish a list of chemicals 

known to the state to cause 

cancer or reproductive 

toxicity.  If a business 

sells a product containing 

chemicals listed by the  

state, the business must  

provide a clear warning to  

the public. Ag Council and our members are very concerned 

about Prop 65 since attorneys want to extend Prop 65 

warning labels to food. Ag Council will remain engaged 

with CalEPA and the governor’s office on this crucial issue. 

Jason Peltier, chief deputy general manager with the 

Westlands Water District, concluded the morning session 

with a brief update about the Bay Delta Conservation 

Plan. The intent of this comprehensive plan is to restore 

endangered fish and improve reliability of freshwater 

supplies diverted from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

The plan would divert a portion of the Sacramento River 

into two 35-mile long tunnels constructed under the Delta.
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Senator Anthony Cannella (R-Ceres) speaking to Legislative Day attendees

From L-R: Assemblyman Frazier, dairyman Bob LaSalle, 
Assemblyman Bigelow & Darrin Monteiro with CDI

From L-R: Assemblyman Frazier, almond and grape grower 
Mathew Andrew & Assemblyman Bigelow in front of  
harvesting equipment

From L-R: Assemblyman Frazier, Jeff Hamilton of  
Minturn Huller Co-op, Kelly Covello with AHPA &  
Assemblyman Bigelow

Advocacy In Action Building Bridges

Lunch with Senator Cannella

Senator Anthony Cannella (R-Ceres) joined Ag Council 

members for a roundtable discussion during lunch 

where several issues were covered including dairy 

pricing, high speed rail, nitrate in groundwater and 

others. The dialogue helped give our members a better 

understanding of these high profile state topics prior to 

their lobbying meetings.

Legislative Outreach & Issues

During their nearly 20 advocacy meetings for Legislative 

Day, Ag Council members encouraged support for 

Governor Brown’s Prop 65 reform proposal. Also, at the 

time, there was discussion in the Capitol about inserting 

a fertilizer tax in the state budget to fund water quality 

improvements in disadvantaged communities. Given 

this, Ag Council members urged legislative offices to 

refrain from moving forward with any such effort in the 

state budget. Instead, our members asked legislators to 

create a funding mechanism to improve water quality for 

disadvantaged communities in the revised water bond.

Furthermore, Ag Council members asked for support 

of AB 8 by Assemblymember Perea (D-Fresno) and SB 

11 by Senator Fran Pavley (D-Agoura Hills) to extend 

the sunset dates of critical air quality programs for 

agriculture. The bills include an extension of the Carl 

Moyer program to the year 2024. This program provides 

incentive grants for cleaner-than-required vehicles, 

engines and equipment to achieve air quality reductions 

that would not otherwise occur.

In addition to the issues above, a lobbying team comprised 

of Ag Council dairy members reached out to legislators on 

issues critical to their industry.

Reception

Legislative Day concluded with a reception at The Citizen 

Hotel in Sacramento where Ag Council members had a 

chance to connect with numerous elected state leaders and 

agency officials.

Ag Council thanks all of our Legislative Day attendees for 

their participation. We greatly appreciate you taking the 

time out of your busy schedules to join us for this important 

outreach effort.

Throughout 2013, Ag Council worked to bring legislators 

and farmers together. We greatly appreciate the hard 

work and commitment of our members involved with the 

organization and coordination of our outreach efforts. We 

thank our members: Allied Grape Growers, Almond Hullers 

and Processors Association (AHPA), California Dairies, Inc. 

(CDI), Central California Almond Growers Association 

(CCAGA), Land O’ Lakes, California Canning Peach 

Association (CCPA), Blue Diamond Growers, Pacific Coast 

Producers, Sun-Maid Growers and Valley Fig Growers.

Legislators Visit Ag Council Members
As Ag Council continues its outreach to key members of the 

Legislature, Assemblyman Frank Bigelow (R-O’Neals) and 

Assemblyman Jim Frazier (D-Oakley) joined our members 

from Allied Grape Growers, AHPA, CDI, and CCAGA in 

September for a day of tours.

Bob LaSalle, a dairyman with CDI, hosted the legislators 

at his dairy in Firebaugh. He talked about some of the 

struggles facing the California dairy industry including 

high input costs and regulations that can be overwhelming 

when aggregated. The assemblymen saw his milking barn 

and discussed the interconnection between dairies and the 

almond industry given that hulls and shells are used for feed 

and bedding. This first-hand, on-the-ground experience at 

a dairy is invaluable as Ag Council reaches out to legislators 

about the difficulties confronting dairy families.

Next, the legislators met with Mathew Andrew, a wine grape 

grower and board chairman of Allied Grape Growers. He is 

also an almond grower with CCAGA. The legislators spoke 

with Andrew about taxes and labor issues, as well as the 

need to increase regulatory oversight. Bigelow and Frazier 

watched almonds being harvested and also saw raisins 

drying in the sun on paper trays.

The legislators then visited Jeff Hamilton of Minturn 

Huller Cooperative, a member of AHPA. Bigelow and 

Frazier toured the hulling and shelling facility, and 

Hamilton discussed key state issues, such as Prop 65 and 

how regulatory decisions on this matter could affect food 

safety. Hamilton talked about how important it is for state

officials to consider the cost of compliance on businesses 

as regulations are implemented. Ag Council is engaged 

in an effort at the State Water Resources Control Board 

to reduce the cost of the compliance and increase the 

efficiency of the compliance process.

One of the themes that emerged from the legislators 

is the desire to strengthen the legislative oversight of 

regulatory agencies. Ag Council supports such an effort 

and looks forward to working with Assemblyman Bigelow 

and Assemblyman Frazier, and their counterparts in the 

Legislature, in this endeavor.
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Tony Mendoza (D-Artesia) speaking at Expo breakfast

Photo (L-R): Larry Serpa of Land O’Lakes, Tyler Ribeiro 
of Rib-Arrow Dairy and Tony Mendoza

Photo: Grower Dave Phippen and Majority Leader Toni 
Atkins (D-San Diego)

Photo (from L-R): Blue Diamond Growers CEO Mark  
Jansen with Assemblymembers: Henry T. Perea, Susan  
Eggman, Susan Bonilla, Ken Cooley, Dr. Richard Pan  
and Jim Frazier.

Mendoza Visits Ag Council Members
Prior to the World Ag Expo breakfast, former 

Assemblymember and current State Senate candidate, 

Tony Mendoza, toured two family farms and a 

processing facility.

Mendoza started the day at Chandler Farms in Selma, 

which is a family farm growing for the following Ag 

Council members: Sun-Maid Growers, Blue Diamond 

Growers and Central California Almond Growers 

Association (CCAGA). John Chandler, introduced 

Mendoza to the farmworkers who were pruning 

vineyards. Mendoza spoke with the workers and learned 

many had longstanding jobs with the farm. Mendoza also 

toured the farm’s almond and citrus crops and learned 

how they are grown.

Mendoza then visited Rib-Arrow Dairy in Tulare, owned 

and operated by the Ribeiro family, which is a farmer-

owner of Land O’Lakes. Dairymen Dave and Tyler Ribeiro

graciously showed Mendoza the milking facilities 

and discussed the various feed that is provided to the 

cows. Importantly, Mendoza learned about the current 

difficulties facing the dairy industry, including high feed, 

energy and regulatory costs, among others.

During a lunch stop at Superior Dairy in Hanford, 

Mendoza met local Land O’Lakes dairyman Dino 

Giacomazzi who discussed the reasoning for opposition 

against high speed rail among the ag community in  

Kings County.

World Ag expo Breakfast a Success
Former Assemblyman and current State Senate candidate, 

Tony Mendoza (D-Artesia), spoke to over 40 Ag Council 

members and friends at Ag Council’s breakfast at the World 

Ag Expo in Tulare in February 2013.

Mendoza is running for State Senate in 2014 in a  

legislative seat comprising Artesia, Cerritos, Whittier, 

Downey and Buena Park among other cities outside of 

Los Angeles. Mendoza is the former Chair of the Latino 

Legislative Caucus.

With the changing demographics of the state, Ag Council is 

focused on building bridges with elected officials to help

educate them on agricultural issues. Given this, Mendoza 

discussed how the agricultural community can best work 

to reach out to Latino legislators, as well as urban and 

suburban elected officials.

One of Mendoza’s suggestions was to extend an invitation 

to the families of legislators when they are invited on farm 

tours. This resonated with the audience because our families 

are a core part of the farming business.

In addition, he spoke about the party-politics that come into 

play in the Legislature and the political realities faced by 

elected leaders. Mendoza, who is a teacher, also discussed 

his core values, including family, as well as his desire to 

continue in public service. 

Mendoza then finished his day of ag tours at Valley Fig 

Growers in Fresno where he learned how the farmer-owned 

cooperative processes locally-grown figs. In addition, 

Mendoza learned about the wastewater and anaerobic 

digester facility at Valley Fig Growers, which serves as an 

environmentally-friendly model in the food processing 

industry. The digester uses wastewater to produce renewable 

energy, reduce disposal costs for the plant and free up energy 

needs for thousands of homes. 

The day concluded with a dinner in Fresno with Ag Council’s 

local board members in the area who talked with Mendoza 

about labor, education and other key policy issues.

Majority Leader Atkins Tours Farms

In March, Assembly Majority Leader Toni Atkins (D-San 

Diego) recently joined our members from the Almond 

Hullers and Processors Association (AHPA) and the 

California Canning Peach Association (CCPA) for farm 

tours. Majority Leader Atkins is in her fourth year as a 

legislator and is a newly-appointed member of the Assembly  

Ag Committee.

Dave Phippen, an almond grower, packer, shipper and 

board member with AHPA, hosted the Majority Leader 

at his farm in Manteca. He talked about almond bloom 

and irrigation practices in the field, and he discussed 

sustainability relating to crop protection tools. In addition, 

Dave explained how solar power is being harnessed to 

power his processing facility.

The Majority Leader met with Peter Martini, a peach 

grower with the CCPA. They discussed his family history 

Building Bridges

and talked about the growing process. Peter also spoke 

of the challenges he faces as a cling peach grower such 

as labor, fuel costs and the impact of imports. Majority 

Leader Atkins and her staff member had the opportunity 

to taste and enjoy canned peaches during the drive back 

to Sacramento.

New Democrats Visit Ag Council Members
Ag Council members welcomed legislators from the New 

Democrats, a group of moderate Democrats in the Legislature, 

for site tours and a reception in late January.  

The legislators first visited Blue Diamond Growers in the 

heart of downtown Sacramento where they were greeted 

by CEO Mark Jansen. The group toured the plant, as well 

as the new Almond Innovation Center on its opening day, 

where they had the opportunity to taste some of the latest 

almond products. 

The group traveled to Lodi where Pacific Coast Producers 

hosted the legislators at its nearly one million square-foot

 distribution center. Dan Vincent, CEO of Pacific Coast 

Producers, welcomed the legislators to the farmer-owned 

cooperative, a cannery that distributes California-grown 

products such as tomatoes, peaches and apricots for 

private labels. The legislators discussed issues such as 

cap and trade and food safety. They also toured the 

distribution center and tasted various products.

The day concluded with a reception where the New 

Democrats had an opportunity to connect with additional 

Ag Council members and farmer-owners at the Cellar 

Door in Lodi.
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Assemblyman Marc Levine (D-San Rafael)

Photo (L-R): Jon Marthedal and California Cultivator 
Award recipient, A.J. Yates 

Ag Council On The road

•	 Jan	9:	Butte	Co	Rice	Growers	Association,	Chico

•	 Jan	31:	Ag	Tour	with	the	New	Democrats,	 
	 Sacramento	&	Lodi

•	 Feb	11:	Ag	Tour	with	candidate	Tony	Mendoza, 
	 San	Joaquin	Valley

•	 Feb	12:	World	Ag	Expo,	Tulare

•	 Feb	21:	North	Valley	Ag	Services,	Chico	*

•	 March	14:	Ag	Tour	with	Majority	Leader	Toni	 
	 Atkins,	Manteca	&	Escalon

•	 Apr	2-4:	DFA	of	California/SCTC	Conference,	 
	 Monterey	*

•	 April	30:	Dairy	Farmers	of	America	Western	 
	 Region,	Sacramento	*

•	 May	1-2:	Almond	Hullers	&	Processors	 
	 Association,	Monterey	*

•	 May	23:	National	Society	of	Accountants	for	 
	 Cooperatives,	Monterey	*

•	 June	18:	Blue	Diamond	Growers	–	Turlock	Plant	 
	 Grand	Opening,	Turlock

•	 June	21:	Campos	Brothers	Farms	Grower	Day,	 
	 Caruthers	*

•	 June	24-25:	CA	Creamery	Operators	Association,	 
	 South	Lake	Tahoe

•	 July	19:	Allied	Grape	Growers	Association,	 
	 Santa	Rosa

•	 Aug	22-24:	CA	Wool	Growers	Association,	 
	 Pismo	Beach	*

•	 Sept	30:	Ag	Tour	with	Assemblyman	Bigelow	&	 
	 Assemblyman	Frazier,	Madera	&	Merced	Counties

•	 Oct	15:	CHS	Board	Meeting,	Sacramento	*

•	 Dec	3:	Pacific	Coast	Bargaining	Conference,	 
	 Las	Vegas*

•	 Dec	6:	Valley	Fig	Growers	Annual	Meeting,	Fresno

*Ag Council President Emily Rooney spoke at event

Building Bridges 2013	Annual	Meeting

Ag Council Holds Successful 94th  
Annual Meeting

In March 2013, nearly 200 cooperative leaders and 

members met during Ag Council’s 94th Annual Meeting 

in Napa. 

“Our organization is focused on cultivating change in 

Sacramento to create a better business environment 

for our membership,” said Emily Rooney, Ag Council 

President. “Our annual meeting gives us a chance to 

continue that effort and update our members, both old 

and new, about the changes that have been happening 

with Ag Council and our political advocacy work.”

The annual dinner featured Assemblyman Marc Levine 

(D-San Rafael) as the keynote speaker. Levine spoke about 

the importance of agriculture to his district and the value 

of working toward common goals.

“It is in everyone’s best interest to work for a common-

sense approach in Sacramento,” Levine said. “If I can 

use pesticides as an example, it is my belief we need to 

regulate for safety, but we don’t need to put farmers out  

of business at the same time.” 

The general session included presentations from 

David Garfield, managing director of AlixPartners; 

Randy Fiorini, a farmer and vice-chair of the Delta 

Stewardship Council; and, Kish Rajan, director of GO-

Biz, the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic 

Development.

Yates Honored with CA Cultivator Award
During Ag Council’s 94th Ag Council Annual Meeting 

in Napa, A.J. Yates was awarded the 2013 California 

Cultivator Award (formerly the Cooperative Leader Award).

A farmer from Fresno County, A.J. Yates has served the 

agricultural community tirelessly in several top government 

appointments both at the state level with the California 

Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), and at the 

federal	level	as	administrator	of	the	U.S.	Department	of	

Agriculture	(USDA)	Agricultural	Marketing	Service	(AMS).

Yates was appointed to CDFA by Governor Pete Wilson 

in 1991 and served eight years, first as Deputy Secretary 

and	then	as	Under	Secretary.	In	2001,	he	was	appointed	

administrator of AMS by President George W. Bush. In 

that role, he oversaw 50 programs designed to market 

U.S.	agricultural	products.	Upon	his	return	to	California,	

Yates	was	again	asked	to	serve	at	CDFA	as	Under	Secretary	

by Governor Schwarzenegger. He concluded his career as 

Senior Policy Advisor in 2011.

Jon Marthedal, Ag Council Chairman and a third 

generation Fresno County farmer said, “I am honored 

to play a part in presenting this award to A.J. It is being 

presented on behalf of California agriculture, but also on 

behalf of those of us from the San Joaquin Valley where 

agriculture is the heart of our identity.”

This special award is given to individuals who clearly have 

made significant contributions to California agriculture or 

have demonstrated leadership and personal commitment to 

the agricultural community. 

Ag	Council	wishes	to	express	a	special	thank	
you	to	our	members	who	participated	in	these	
valuable	fundraising	events	in	2013.		We	greatly	
appreciate	your	support.

New Democrats 
Winter	2013																																																																																				

Majority Leader Toni Atkins	(D-San	Diego) 
Spring	2013																														

Assemblyman Marc Levine	(D-San	Rafael) 
Spring	2013	

Assemblyman richard Pan	(D-Sacramento) 
Summer	2013																												

Assemblyman Frank Bigelow	(R-O’Neals)	&	
Assemblyman Jim Frazier	(D-Oakley)	bipartisan	event 
Fall	2013		
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AdvocAcy In ActIon

2013 Impact RepoRtagcouncIl.oRg

2013 Ag Council Board of Directors

•	 SUSAN	BRAUNER	 

•	 BOB	BROWN 

•	 KELLY	COVELLO 

•	 NAT	DIBUDUO 

•	 MIKE	EMIGH	 

•	 JOHN	ENGELEN 

•	 BILL	FERRIERA 

•	 BRENDON	FLYNN 

•	 PETE	GARBANI 

•	 GLEN	GOTO 

•	 JEANNINE	CAMPOS	GRECH 

•	 CARL	HOFF 

•	 RICH	HUDGINS	 

•	 JEANA	HULTQUIST 

•	 MICHAEL	KELLEY 

•	 WILLIAM	KNOX	 

•	 JON	MARTHEDAL	 

•	 DARYN	MCBETH 

•	 DARRIN	MONTEIRO 

•	 FRANCIS	PACHECO 

•	 ROB	PASCHOAL 

•	 MELISSA	POOLE 

•	 DAN	VINCENT 

•	 MICHAEL	WOOTTON

New Members

California Dairies, Inc. 

CHS  

Dairy Farmers of America 

Farmers’ Rice Cooperative

New Allied Members

American AgCredit 

Edgewood Partners Insurance Center (EPIC) 

Farm Credit Services Southwest 

Golden State Farm Credit 

Fresno Madera Farm Credit 

Seneca Foods 

Yosemite Farm Credit 

Member Quotes

Carl Hoff, President  
Butte County Rice Growers Association

“Ag Council is essential for farmer owned businesses 

in California. They provide a key legislative voice that 

represents our interests in Sacramento.”

Pete Garbani, Vice President Member Relations 
Land O’ Lakes

“Ag Council provides its members with access to legislators 

we wouldn’t normally have.  Emily and Tricia know 

the members’ viewpoints and they look for strategic 

opportunities to align our industries with legislators who 

might support our views.”  

Clinton Shick, Chairman 
Blue Diamond Growers

“Our continuing support of Ag Council is so vital as we 

work together to encourage our legislators to use common 

sense before imposing new regulations that make it hard for 

us to compete globally.  As producers of the highest quality, 

safest food on earth, Ag Council understands that to be 

effective, our legislators should exercise more oversight over 

whether regulations, fees and taxes are working to help or 

hinder productivity and job creation in California.”

 

  

Looking	Ahead	to	2014 Membership

Tracking and Reporting Task Force and permit fees are at the 

top of our members’ minds as this year unfolds.

This does not mean issues of the past have become less 

important.  We believe that certain developments have 

only allowed for some breathing room, so that we have the 

opportunity to work in other areas this year.  The top issues 

impacting our membership in 2014 include:

As we look to 2014, it is clear that our members’ priorities 

closely follow themes in Sacramento. After a recent 

membership survey, we learned that our members’ concerns 

have shifted from cap and trade and Prop. 65, to water issues 

as shown in the word cloud below. This timing is consistent 

with the number of pending regulations under consideration 

at the State Water Resources Control Board. Groundwater 

regulations, the Governor’s Water Action plan, the Nitrate 
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