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Reflecting back on 2014, it is easy to identify the overwhelming 
theme—water. Our state’s most precious resource occupied much  
of Ag Council’s time as we rallied to understand the myriad of 
measures that were introduced last year. Faced with record-
setting drought, the California government responded with historic 
measures that will also impact future generations. 

The water bond, which ultimately was passed on the November  
ballot, garnered much attention. Ag Council supported both 
Proposition 1 and the accompanying Proposition 2, commonly  
referred to as the “Rainy Day Fund.” While not perfect, 
Proposition 1 represented the best chance at creating a more  
reliable water supply for California than we’ve had in years.  
Nothing breeds ingenuity like a crisis. 

Unfortunately, our drought crisis has also led to some knee-jerk 
reactions that included the introduction and passage of a sweeping  
bill regulating groundwater usage. While Ag Council believes 
groundwater management is critical to the state’s overall health,  
such a complex issue deserved a more thoughtful process before 
legislation was enacted. Now that the bill has become law, our work 
really begins as we start to work with regulators on implementation. 

While the year saw our staff working on a multitude of other issues, 
including labor, air quality, and food labeling, our attention was, and  
will continue to be, largely focused on water in the coming year. As  
they say, the “devil is in the details.” 

Internally, there have been positive changes at Ag Council. We have 
grown and added new staff to better serve our members. The new 
members of our team look forward to meeting you, and we  
all look forward to working on your behalf in 2015. 

Emily Rooney 
President
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Legislative Activity in Focus

GrOuNdwATEr FOrumS 
rEvEAL NExT STEPS
With last year’s passage of the 
groundwater law, Ag Council has 
been taking a leadership role in 
outreach to the agencies writing 
the implementation rules. Our staff 
has now shifted priorities to help our 
members understand the law and 
make improvements where possible 
in the actual implementation 
process, while remaining engaged 
regarding potential legislation to 
make changes to the law. 

The legislation comprises historic changes to California 
groundwater law. To better understand the law’s implications, 
Ag Council held two Groundwater Forums in December to 
help members connect with key officials from the California 
Department of Water Resources and the State Water 
Resources Control Board.  

Ag Council 
member Campos 
Brothers Farms 
hosted the first 
forum, held 
on Dec. 4 in 
Caruthers.  
Over 100 guests 
attended the 
forum to hear 
presentations by 
David Gutierrez, 
program manager 
of the Groundwater 
Sustainability 

Program at the Department of Water Resources (DWR) and 
DeeDee D’Adamo, a member of the State Water  
Resources Control Board. 

On Dec. 9, Ag Council held its second Groundwater Forum 
in Sacramento.  Steven Moore, member of the State Water 
Resources Control Board (Board), presented and David 
Gutierrez joined us once again.  
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Groundwater represents 40 percent 
of California’s water supply. Citing 
issues such as wells going dry, lack of 
groundwater recovery in some areas and 
subsidence in other areas, Gutierrez said 
the new groundwater measures “empower 
local agencies to manage groundwater 
sustainably.”  He added that, “DWR’s role 
is to make locals successful.”  Gutierrez 
said DWR efforts include the creation of 
technical and planning assistance to local 
officials, in addition to financial assistance.

Gutierrez outlined four phases to 
implementation of the groundwater 

package. In phase one, the creation of governance areas—
called Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs)—is 
mandated by June 30, 2017.  Many communities have 
already started the discussion to move forward on this initial 
governance requirement.  

Phase two includes the development and adoption of 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs). The deadline for 
GSPs in high and medium priority groundwater basins in 
critical overdraft is Jan. 31, 2020.  GSPs for high and medium 
priority basins not considered to be in critical overdraft must 
be developed and adopted by Jan. 21, 2022.

Phase three is the 
early implementation 
of the GSPs, 
beginning in 2020 
for areas in critical 
overdraft and 2022 
for other areas. 
Phase four, sustainable  
groundwater 
management, begins 
in the year 2040.  

The state water 
bond, Proposition 1, 
included $100 million 
for sustainable 
groundwater management agencies. In addition, GSAs  
have been provided broad fee, compliance and enforcement 
authorities. GSAs can choose to assess fees, monitor 
groundwater pumping and levy fines for violations, among 
other actions.

David Gutierrez, program manager of the Groundwater 
Sustainability Program, Department of Water Resources.

 Credit: John Chacon, California Department of Water Resources

DeeDee D’Adamo, board member with the State Water 
Resources Control Board speaking at the Groundwater 
Forum in Caruthers.
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In outlining next steps, Gutierrez said DWR is completing a Draft 
Strategic Plan and is working on outreach plans to ensure public 
input. In addition, a Groundwater Information Center  
was developed, with further information available at 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/.

D’Adamo discussed how our state groundwater resources are 
under stress and added that the Board, like DWR, believes 
groundwater should be locally managed.   

D’Adamo outlined what many call the state “backstop,” which is 
state intervention triggered by a specific failure to act by locals.  
Under the groundwater law, the Board can designate a basin or 
sub-basin as “probationary” if: 

	 •	 By	June	30,	2017,	a	GSA	is	not	designated	for	the	entire	basin

	 •	 By	Jan.	31,	2020,	no	GSP	is	developed,	or	the	GSP	is		 	
  inadequate for basins in critical overdraft 

	 •	 By	Jan.	31,	2022,	in	other	basins,	no	GSP	is	developed	or	the		
  GSP is inadequate and the basin is in long-term overdraft

	 •	 By	Jan.	31,	2025,	DWR	or	the	Board	determines	a	GSP		 	
  is inadequate and there are significant depletions of   
  interconnected surface waters 

The ag community is concerned about the scope of intervention 
that will potentially be imposed by the Board. This issue was raised 
at both Groundwater Forums. At the Dec. 9 Groundwater Forum, 

Moore said that it is 
“not appropriate for 
the state to come 
in and manage 
groundwater 
basins,” adding  
it is “temporary,  
if needed.”  

According to Moore, 
the Board’s view is 
that enforcement 
is needed because 
the state wants to 
prevent those who 

are not following the rules from gaining an economic advantage. 
Moore said the Board is “not interested in micromanaging the 
process.” D’Adamo added, “The Board is only stepping in where 
there’s an undesirable result. The Board has a lot on its plate and 
does not want to get involved unless necessary.” 

Now that this historic legislation has passed, Ag Council is 
working to make sure key state officials understand the rights  
and protections needed to sustain our agricultural community. 

CALiFOrNiA vOTErS APPrOvE 
wATEr BONd
Ag Council supported passage of Proposition 1, the Water Quality, 
Supply and Infrastructure Improvement Act (water bond), and 

is pleased California 
voters approved the 
ballot measure by 67 
percent of the vote  
this past November.  

The water bond 
comprises the 
strongest state 
commitment to  
water storage in 
decades, with 
nearly 40 percent 
of total bond funds 
dedicated to surface 

and groundwater storage projects. With the dire circumstances 
agriculture and others faced in 2014, the water bond better 
prepares our state for future weather events.

The water bond authorizes $7.545 billion in general obligation 
bonds ($425 million of which are existing unsold bonds previously 
approved by voters) for water supply projects, comprising surface 
and groundwater storage, funds for groundwater cleanup and 
drinking water protection, as well as ecosystem and watershed 
restoration efforts, among other funds.

Proposition 1 allocates funds toward the following areas:

	 •	 $2.7	billion	–	Water	storage,	surface	and	groundwater

	 •	 $1.495	billion	–	Watershed	protection

	 •	 $900	million	–	Groundwater	cleanup	and	sustainability

	 •	 $810	million	–	Integrated	Regional	Water	Management, 
  Conservation & Stormwater

	 •	 $725	million	–	Water	recycling

	 •	 $520	million	–	Safe	drinking	water	and	wastewater

	 •	 $395	million	–	Flood	control

Given the water bond is state law, the California Water 
Commission now decides which water storage projects are to  
be awarded funds through a competitive process by weighing the 
expected return on investment while reviewing the public benefits 
of each project.

The water bond places parameters on the expenditure of funds to 
provide sound management and transparency in the use of funds. 
For example, awarded projects cannot spend over five percent 
of funds on administration or more than 10 percent on planning. 

The passage of Proposition 1, supported by Ag Council, 
represents the state’s strongest commitment to 
storage in decades.

Over 100 guests attended Ag Council¹s Groundwater 
Forum held at Campos Brothers Farms in Caruthers.
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In addition, the vast majority of bond funding ($5.7 billion out 
of $7.545 billion) requires local matching funds. The water bond 
does not raise taxes, and repayment of the general obligation 
bonds occurs over the next 40 years.

California voters made a sound commitment to provide for a more 
secure and reliable water supply for California, and Ag Council 
looks forward to the implementation of an improved water 
storage infrastructure as a result of the water bond.

AG COuNCiL mEmBErS mEET wiTh 
LEGiSLATOrS ANd STATE OFFiC iALS  
duriNG ANNuAL LEGiSLATivE dAY
Ag Council members met with state leaders and elected officials 
in June to discuss issues critical to agriculture. Attendees of the 
2014 Legislative Day represented a diverse array of commodities 
and allied industries.

California’s drought and ongoing water challenges dominated 
the morning session, which included a briefing by California 
Department of Food and Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross 
and DeeDee D’Adamo, who serves on the State Water Resources 
Control Board.

“For the farmers and ranchers who are ‘on the ground,’ it is hard 
to see how far we have come in seeing cooperation among 
agencies,” Ross said. 

Secretary Ross emphasized that the communication and 
collaboration between state agencies helped develop solutions 
to the immediate water crisis and shape more long-lasting 
conservation strategies that, if implemented, will prepare the 

state for the ongoing 
issue of limited water 
supplies.

During her remarks, 
Secretary Ross also 
touched on the 
budget process and 
the role that the 
California Department 
of Food and 
Agriculture (CDFA) 
plays in securing 
California’s valuable 
export markets. 

“Proportionally, our department has suffered more cuts than 
anyone else, so we have streamlined and focused on our core 
purpose—protecting California agriculture,” she said. “The 
current administration recognizes the fiscal importance of your 
industry and will continue to support those critical services 
CDFA offers related to invasive pest species and inspection.”

DeeDee D’Adamo, who has served on the State Water Resources 
Control Board since March 2013, said, “Our board has two 
priorities. We are here to promote water quality and to protect 
water rights.” She expressed her ongoing commitment to 
protecting agricultural water usage. “Unfortunately, there is just 
not a lot of water 
to ‘fight’ over 
right now, which 
makes this a very 
challenging time.”

Like many, 
D’Adamo believes 
that because the 
drought has been 
so significant, 
the time is ripe 
for making 
critical, long-term 
investments in 
California’s future. 
By developing 
increased storage and promoting water conservation among 
the general populace, California can ensure that the state 
has enough water to supply its burgeoning population.

To prepare attendees for their legislative visits, Ag Council staff 
briefed participants on some of the most critical bills moving 
through the Legislature in 2014. Most notably, Ag Council members 
communicated during legislative meetings the need for a strong 
storage component in the water bond, along with a request for 
continuous funding, and both were included in the final water 
bond that is now law. In addition, Ag Council members visited with 
legislators about several pending labor bills that are duplicative  
of existing regulations and only increase the liability risk for  
California employers.

“Our Legislative Day is about building relationships,” said Emily 
Rooney, president of Ag Council. “These visits help legislators 
understand our positions on certain issues, but more importantly, 
they are an opportunity to connect our members’ farms and 
businesses with legislators and help them see the importance to 
their individual districts.” Ag Council members met with more 
than 19 elected officials and staffers during their Capitol visits.

Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) held a small, private 
reception for Ag Council members, which was attended by several 
other legislators and provided an excellent opportunity for further 
outreach on the critical issues being discussed in the Capitol.

The evening concluded with a large reception attended by over 
80	guests,	including	18	legislators	and	dozens	of	staff	who	visited	
with Ag Council members.

Senator Tom Berryhill (pictured on the left) 
meets with (from left to right) George Goshgarian, 
George Goshgarian Jr. and Susan Brauner — all  
three representing Blue Diamond Growers.

CDFA Sec. Karen Ross addresses Legislative  
Day attendees.



GmO mEASurE STOPPEd 
iN  ThE STATE SENATE
In May 2014, the California State Senate rejected a bill to mandate 
the	labeling	of	genetically	engineered	food,	SB	1381.	Ag	Council,	
as well as other business and agricultural organizations, opposed 
passage	of	SB	1381	and	fervently	advocated	against	the	bill	in	the	
State Capitol. The measure failed in the Senate when proponents 
could not garner the 21 votes needed for passage.

Stopping	SB	1381	was	a	high	priority	for	Ag	Council	as	the	
measure would have increased food costs for consumers, 
expanded liability for Ag Council members and was not 
grounded in science.

In March 2014, Ag Council member Mona Shulman, Vice President 
and General Counsel with Pacific Coast Producers, testified before 
the	Senate	Health	Committee	in	opposition	to	SB	1381,	and	detailed	
its costly impacts on farmer-owned businesses, including liability 
and compliance costs, all of which will result in higher grocery bills 
for consumers. Shulman also spoke, along with Ag Council, at  
the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in April. This outreach 
and information helped Ag Council and others build the case 
against	SB	1381.

Stopping	SB	1381	in	2014	was	an	achievement	for	Ag	Council	 
and our members, many of whom vocally opposed the measure 
and helped to prevent its passage. Together, we will work against 
any similar proposals in the future.

rEGuLATOrY ACTiviTY

AG COuNCiL SPEAkS OuT AGAiNST FEE 
iNCrEASES FOr wASTE diSChArGE PErmiTS
Ag Council President Emily Rooney continued her work with the 
State Water Resources Control Board (Board) to oppose  
the Board’s proposal to increase water quality fees under  
the Waste Discharge Permit Fund. This issue impacts many of  
our members.

In 2014, agriculture was facing fee increases on the Waste 
Discharge Requirements (WDR) permit of 7.9 percent and 31.9 
percent for the Confined Animal Facility (CAF) permit. The WDR 
permit is utilized when discharging wastewater to farmland. CAF 
is the permit required for dairies and large feedlots. 

In addition to these fee increases, the Board’s staff recommended 
the adoption of an entirely new fee schedule for dairies in the 
North Coast and a cap on a discount for dairies that comply with 
an environmental certification program, known as the California 
Dairy Quality Assurance Program (CDQAP). This cap would have 
imposed a 90 percent fee increase on the state’s largest dairies.

Board members DeeDee D’Adamo and Tam Doduc led a discussion 
expressing disappointment at the lack of stakeholder engagement 
in development and communication of the proposed fee schedule. 
Board Chair Felicia Marcus agreed. As a result, the Board 
directed staff to develop a more comprehensive stakeholder 
engagement process and to report back at the December 
Board meeting. They also requested additional analysis of 
compliance costs. Additionally, the Board adopted a fee schedule 
impacting the fee increase on WDR, a 33 percent fee increase on 
CAF, excluding the cap on the certification discount and delaying 
the fee for the North Coast dairies. The Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
Program has no fee increase at this time.

Ag Council is greatly concerned about the lack of stakeholder 
input throughout the budget process. Rooney urged the 
board to create a more collaborative working relationship with 
stakeholders by citing examples at the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture and the California Air Resources Board. 
She also committed to work with staff on its stakeholder process, 
which is now underway.

“Emily and her staff work tirelessly  
in Sacramento on all issues that 

adversely affect or benefit agriculture. 
It is comforting to know that someone is 

watching out for our interests. Lord knows 
we don’t have the time it takes to watch 

over all that goes on in the State Capitol.”  

BEN CurTi,
dairyman, Land O’ Lakes
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AG COuNCiL rAiSES CONCErNS rEGArdiNG 
PrOP 65 PrE-rEGuLATOrY PrOPOSAL

The Brown Administration continues to seek reform of Proposition 
65, a voter-passed initiative that could result in warning labels 
on food. Ag Council has taken a leadership role in the discussions 
regarding these regulations and their potential impact on food.

In 2014, Ag Council and other ag groups joined together to 
provide formal comments to the Office of Environmental Health 
Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) about the pre-regulatory proposal 
on Proposition 65 warnings.

The comments express agriculture’s desire to work on solutions with 
respect to food. The comment letter states that we do not support a 
“one size fits all” approach for food and agriculture. In particular, the 
comments highlight agriculture’s fear that new warning labels may 
confuse customers and give the false impression that food safety 
concerns exist when this is not accurate.

Ag Council continues its work with OEHHA to ensure that 
consumers are not misled when they should be eating more,  
not less, of the healthy food our members produce.

CALrECYCLE PuLLS AG  
iNTO PrOPOSEd rEGuLATiONS

The California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
(CalRecycle) is proposing new regulations regarding the land 
application of agricultural and food processing byproducts, 
storage and disposal of those byproducts, and a new definition  
of agricultural materials and in-vessel digestion.

CalRecycle states the agency is attempting to address a specific 
nuisance issue with municipal green waste composting 
operations. However, Ag Council is concerned that CalRecycle 
unnecessarily places agricultural and food processing byproducts 
under a layer of repetitive and possibly conflicting laws for some 
in our industry.

Ag Council is concerned the newly proposed regulations cause 
more confusion than clarity in the agricultural community and 
unnecessarily place agricultural and food processing byproducts 
within a regulatory structure that is really intended to regulate 
composting operations and final deposition of finished composts.

This proposed regulation flies in the face of other efforts within 
the Administration, such as the work at the Governor’s Office 
of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz), which 
streamlines the permit process and works to create a more 
business-friendly environment.

Ag Council submitted written comments reflecting our concerns 
and provided testimony at the December 2014 public meeting to 
express	that	CalRecycle	has	cast	its	net	too	wide	and	–	because	of	
drafting	issues	and	changes	to	underlying	definitions	–	the	entire	
scope of the regulation is not clear.  Ag Council remains engaged 
in this matter on behalf of our members.

Ag Council represents an impressive array 
of agricultural products, including:
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to the state drought and measures to address the severe water 
shortages that California is facing this year. 

“There have only been two governors in the state’s history who 
have done much about water, and their last name was Brown,” 
said the governor in a nod to his father Governor Edmund G. “Pat” 
Brown, who often cited the development of the California state 
water project as one of his most significant legacies.

“We have a very complicated system, but I’m trying to move 
forward,” Brown said. “We definitely need water storage. However, 
Californians have a very divided point of view on this issue. But 
the drought seems to have been a wake-up to people regarding 
how critical water is to our state’s prosperity.”

California High-Speed Rail Chairman Dan Richard gave a detailed 
presentation regarding the future of the California High-Speed 
Authority and his desire to see the project move ahead as a solution 
to California’s burgeoning population and transportation challenges.

Admitting that the authority’s early interactions with the 
agricultural community have not always been positive, Richard 
emphasized that his goal since being appointed as chairman in 
2010 is to make sure that the authority accomplishes its mission 
of providing a long-term 
solution to California’s 
transportation issues.

“If we don’t pursue this 
project, we will need 2,300 
more miles of highway lanes 
and airport expansions, all of 
which would be extremely 
difficult and two to three 
times more expensive than 
high-speed rail.”

“We recognize that the 
threats to agriculture are 
real, but we also want to create a dialogue that helps farmers 
understand that the impact may not be as significant as has been 
portrayed and that we will be mitigating for those losses. Farm 
by farm, business by business, we are trying to avoid the negative 
impacts of the project where we can. Where we can’t avoid the 
impacts, we will mitigate,” Richard said. 

Responding to criticisms about the cost, Richard said that, once 
established, High-Speed Rail is meant to be self-sufficient from its 
own operating funds and that private sector dollars will be critical 
to the project’s success. 

The breakfast concluded with remarks from California 
Department of Food and Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross, 
who focused on the drought and emergency measures being 
put in place to address water shortages and related issues, such 
as the potential of higher unemployment in the state’s agricultural 
labor force.

“Unfortunately, many of the constraints that limit our ability to 
respond quickly to real-time problems with real-time solutions are 

GOv.  JErrY BrOwN,  SEC.  kArEN rOSS  
ANd dAN riChArd hEAdLiNE wOrLd AG 
ExPO BrEAkFAST
In February 2014, Ag Council hosted its annual breakfast at 
the World Ag Expo in Tulare featuring Governor Jerry Brown, 
California Department of Food and Agriculture Secretary 
Karen Ross and High-Speed Rail Authority Chairman Dan Richard.

More than 90 people filled the room to hear the state leaders discuss 
current issues impacting agriculture in the San Joaquin Valley, 
including the drought and the California High-Speed Rail project. 

Mandated by legislation passed in 1996, California High-Speed 
Rail	took	on	new	momentum	when,	in	2008,	California	voters	

passed a $10 billion  
bond measure to 
support its development. 

The proposed route for 
High-Speed Rail has been 
a point of controversy for 
ag interests concerned 
about the impact on 
farms and some of the 
most agriculturally 
productive areas in 
the nation. Ag Council 
opposed funding going 
to High-Speed Rail from 
cap and trade funds, 
which continues to be 
an aspect of Governor 

Brown’s budget. Ag Council remains concerned about the cost, 
loss of farmland and other issues relating to the project.

Governor Brown reiterated his support of the High-Speed Rail 
project and his desire to remain fiscally responsible during 
his term as governor. 
“California has a 
surplus for the first 
time in ten years, and 
I am committed to not 
spending money in ways 
our state can’t afford. 
Unfortunately, there are 
a lot of existing liabilities 
that we have to continue 
to fund,” Brown said.

After opening the 
floor up to questions 
from attendees, the 
topic quickly shifted 

BuiLdiNG BridGES

Gov. Brown speaks with Ag Council members 
about High-Speed Rail, water and other issues 
during Ag Council’s annual breakfast at the  
World Ag Expo.

CDFA Sec. Karen Ross addresses World Ag Expo 
breakfast attendees regarding critical issues 
facing ag, including the drought.

Dan Richard, Chair of the California High- 
Speed Rail Authority, addresses Ag Council 
members at the World Ag Expo.



Ag Council wishes to express a special thank you to our 
members who contributed to Ag Council’s Political Action 
Committee (PAC) and who participated in our 2014 small 
group fundraising events detailed below. We greatly 
appreciate your support. 

Board of Equalization Vice Chair George Runner 
(Dist. 1-Redding, Sacramento, Fresno, Bakersfield and Santa Clarita) 
Spring 2014

Speaker of the Assembly Toni G. Atkins (D-San Diego) 
Spring 2014

Senator Anthony Cannella (R-Ceres) 
Summer 2014

Senator Andy Vidak (R-Hanford) 
Fall 2014

Assemblywoman Susan Talamantes Eggman (D-Stockton) 
Winter 2014
* A 2014 event was held for Assembly candidate Steve Glazer (D-Orinda),  
who did not win the election for Assembly District 16.
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due to judicial rulings and court decisions that we must abide by,” 
Ross said. 

“Communication has been much better between the divergent 
interests, and many are recognizing that increased storage 
capacity helps all of our issues. We have thrived in this valley and 
in this state because people had a vision. We need to continue to 
encourage a willingness in our culture to invest in our legacy.”

CELEBrATiNG NATiONAL  
dAirY mONTh AT ThE CAPiTOL
In June, Ag Council held our inaugural Dairyfest event, which was 
an ice cream social at the State Capitol in Sacramento recognizing 
National Dairy Month and celebrating California dairy producers. 
The successful event was widely attended by over 300 people 
and was sponsored  
by Ag Council’s  
three dairy members: 
California Dairies, Inc., 
Dairy Farmers  
of America and  
Land O’Lakes.

Dairyfest was a 
welcome respite  
from the searing 
summer heat, and the 
numerous legislators  
in attendance 
included: Speaker Atkins, Assemblyman Salas, Assemblyman Gray, 
Assemblyman Quirk, Assemblyman Dababneh, Senator Nielsen, 
Assemblyman Pan and Assemblyman Perea, among others. 

Many of the legislators had an opportunity to speak with our  
dairy members directly, and the event was a great opportunity  
to raise the profile of Ag Council and our members. Dairyfest also 
gave our members a chance to talk about the positive economic 
impact of dairy in California.

Ag Council appreciates the volunteer help provided by high 
school students in the Future Farmers of America (FFA)  
program from Lodi 
High School who 
spent nearly two  
hours serving  
ice cream. 

Thank you, again, 
to our dairy 
members–	all	of	
whom helped 
make Ag Council’s 
inaugural Dairyfest  
a great event.

ASSEmBLYwOmAN GArCiA TOurS Cdi  PLANT 
iN  ArTESiA
Ag Council member California Dairies, Inc. (CDI) hosted 
Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia (D-Bell Gardens) for a tour of 
CDI’s Artesia processing plant in August. The plant is located in 
Garcia’s district, 
which includes 
Artesia, Bellflower, 
Cerritos, Commerce 
and Downey, all in 
Los Angeles County.

Darrin Monteiro, 
Director of Member 
Relations at CDI, 
and Rico Hinojosa, 
CDI’s Artesia 
plant manager, 
had lunch with the 
Assemblywoman and 
discussed key issues affecting CDI. They also talked about  
the plant’s operations before touring the facility.

The Artesia plant converts milk into milk powders and custom 
blended fluid products. Assemblywoman Garcia posted details 
about her visit on her Twitter account explaining, in particular, 
that the plant processes over 4.2 million pounds of milk a day.

Ag Council thanks Assemblywoman Garcia for touring 
CDI’s Artesia plant. We also appreciate CDI for their help 
in coordinating the tour and for their efforts to reach out 
to Assemblywoman Garcia and other legislators to help 
elected leaders better understand the California dairy industry 
and issues critical to the ag community.

SPECiAL ThANk YOu

Asm. Speaker Toni Atkins (shown 2nd from left), 
with dairymen (from L-R) Ben Curti,  
Case van Steyn and George Mertens.

Asm. Perea (on the left) and Asm. Salas (on the 
right) enjoying ice cream at Dairyfest.

From L-R: Rico Hinojosa with CDI, Asm. Cristina 
Garcia and Darrin Monteiro with CDI.
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2014 ANNuAL mEETiNG

SOwiNG ThE SEEdS OF SuCCESS AT AG 
COuNCiL ’S  ANNuAL mEETiNG
Ag Council’s 95th Annual Meeting was held in March 2014 in 
beautiful Huntington Beach, California. 

Rich Hudgins, chair of Ag Council and president and CEO of the 
California Canning Peach Association said, “It has been a very 
good year for our organization with a dramatic increase in our 
membership base. In the words of Henry Ford, ‘Coming together 
is a beginning; keeping together is progress; and working 
together is success.’ Farmer-owned businesses are the perfect 
example of the power of working together  
toward a common goal.” 

During her annual address, Ag Council 
President Emily Rooney said, “With our strong 
year of membership growth, we conducted a 
survey to determine the top issues impacting 
our membership. Given the state’s water 
crisis and the many regulations surrounding 
groundwater, the top two issues facing our 
membership are related to water—both quality 
and quantity—and these areas continue to be 
a key focus for our organization.” Rooney also 
discussed Ag Council’s work on Proposition 
65 labeling, as well as efforts to address fee 
increases and compliance costs relating to 
water permits at the State Water Resources 
Control Board.  

Tricia Geringer, Vice President of Ag Council, 
addressed members during the group’s 
Delegate Body Meeting, saying, “Though the 
state regulatory and legislative environment 
is a challenging arena for our members, we 
are seizing every opportunity possible to help 
provide a more prosperous future 
for our members.” 

Ag Council’s Annual Dinner featured State Board of 
Equalization Member George Runner, who is a former state 
senator, as the keynote speaker.

Runner discussed his efforts on tax reform and his interest in 
seeing California taxpayers receive a fair benefit for the taxes  
they pay as part of his address.

General Session included presentations by Dan Schnur, director 
of the Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics at USC and a leading 
political and media strategist, and Mike Kirkpatrick, a financial 
consultant for Nationwide Insurance’s Land as Your Legacy 
program, who outlined the challenges facing family farming 

businesses transitioning to the next generation. The final speaker, 
Dr. Patrick Lattore, president of PAL- Leadership, LLC challenged 
attendees to understand how business cultures, whether negative 
or positive, influence the ability to innovate and stay viable. “Our 
ability to lead is predicated on our ability to change ourselves and 
the culture we operate in,” he said. “To be successful as leaders, 
we have to be an example of change.”

GrAY ALLEN hONOrEd wiTh CALiFOrNiA 
CuLTivATOr AwArd 

One of the highlights from Ag Council’s 95th Annual Meeting was 
the presentation of the prestigious 2014 California Cultivator Award 
to Gray Allen, a public relations consultant who has dedicated his 

career to cooperatives 
and, more recently, has 
been serving as a member 
of the Placer County 
Water Agency.

“Gray Allen has been 
a tireless advocate 
for cooperatives 
and farmer-owned 
businesses for 55 years, 
and continues in this 
role to the present day,” 
said Susan Brauner with 
Blue Diamond Growers, 
who nominated Allen for 
the Cultivator Award.

Allen said, “I am humbled 
to be receiving this 
award. Farmers working 
together cooperatively 
to ensure their economic 

well-being has been a leading factor in the remarkable success of 
the American food industry. I am awed by what has been achieved 
and humbled by having witnessed it up close and personal.”

Allen began his career in public relations in 1959, working with 
agricultural cooperatives in North Carolina and Arizona before 
moving to Sacramento in 1966 to accept a position with Ag 
Council. He later worked with California Canners and Growers,  
and	he	began	his	own	consulting	business	in	1989.	

The California Cultivator award is given to individuals who have 
made significant contributions to agricultural cooperatives or 
farmer-owned businesses or to those who have demonstrated 
leadership and a personal commitment to agriculture.

Gray Allen (L) received the California Cultivator Award at the 2014  
Annual Meeting, pictured with Rich Hudgins, Ag Council chair and  
president of the California Canning Peach Association.
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LOOkiNG AhEAd TO 2015 mEmBErShiP

When Governor Jerry Brown recently outlined the policy priorities 
for his remaining four years in office, he reportedly said, “… fasten 
your seat-belt. It will be a very exciting ride.”

Governor Brown maintains that a balanced state budget will  
consume much of his attention, and he is cautious about new 
spending, with the exception of high-speed rail and the Delta 
tunnels. Management of the drought has been, and will continue 
to be, a priority. Climate change regulation also appears to be  
on his radar screen. 

In 2015, Ag Council is already involved in legislative and regulatory 
policy issues relating to antibiotics, climate change, dairy,  
fumigants, Proposition 65 labeling and water. We are keeping a 
watchful eye on these and many other issues. As always, these 
topics will change and evolve throughout the year, and we will be 
sure to keep members up to date regarding our advocacy work.
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“Ag Council is the premier advocacy group in 
Sacramento representing the almond industry. 

Campos Brothers also finds value in participating 
with other commodity groups because there  

is strength in numbers. If we need a seat at the 
table on any significant policy issues, we know  

we have one through Ag Council.”  

Jeannine Campos Grech,
Campos Brothers Farms
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